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Volume 1, No. 2                                                                              Spring 2015 

Council Approves FY 2016 Budget of $5.07B 

Budget Maintains Investments in Education, Public Safety, 

But Provides Little in the Way of Much-Needed Tax Relief 

What a Spring it's been! On May 21, after nearly two months of public hearings, committee meetings, 
conversations and negotiations, the County Council formally approved a budget of $5.07 billion for Fiscal 
Year 2016. This budget reflects a 1.7 percent increase over the approved budget for FY 2015, while 
the overall tax supported portion of the budget -- that's the part that comes right out of your pockets-- 
will be $4.41 billion, an increase of 1.5 percent over the FY15 budget. The FY 2016 budget goes into 
effect on July 1, 2015. 

As one of the new faces on the Council, I found the budget process a most 
interesting one. As a former Mayor, I came from a place where our total budget ran 
about $50 million, and carried no debt. This budget is a hundred times larger than 
that, and carries plenty of debt. I'm impressed by the hard work and thoughful 
deliberation that has gone into the budget -- not only inside county government, 
but beyond. I was pleased to get your e-mails and phone calls, letting me know of 
your particular concerns about what you're hearing and reading as we moved 
through the budget process. For many of us, the budget is personal -- and why not? 
The programs and services provided by Montgomery County are utilized by nearly 
everyone, whether you're using our countless parks, libraries, and recreation 
centers, driving on the 5,200 miles of roads we maintain, watching your children go 
off to one of our 202 public schools, or relying on our police officers, firefighters, 

and first responders to keep us safe. I've lived and worked in the county my entire life, so I know first-
hand that Montgomery County offers so much that makes a real difference in our quality of living. That 
makes it even tougher when budgets begin to constrict. 

For the most part, I'm very pleased that so much was able to be funded. Perhaps most critically, the 
Council approved a total budget of $2.3 billion to fund Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS). The 
total tax-supported budget for MCPS is $2.2 billion. This funding level represents an increase of $31.9 
million (1.4 percent) over FY15. Just as important, we're providing MCPS with 55 percent of our total 
annual revenues. That's been the case every year since 2008 -- so even when we don't have as much of 
your money to spend, we've still spent more than half of it on education. We were also able to increase 
funding for Montgomery College, providing the College with $309.9 million, an increase of $12.8 million,  
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Amendment Approved for Aspen Hill Master Plan 

The Montgomery County Council approved on March 31 a minor amendment to the Aspen Hill Master 
Plan that provides guidance for re-use of the property that includes the former BAE/Vitro building. The 
plan was approved by a vote of 7-2, and I was pleased to vote in favor of it, along with Councilmembers 
Berliner, Floreen, Hucker, Navarro, Rice and Riemer. 

The area being addressed in this amendment covers about 14 acres west of Connecticut Avenue near 
Aspen Hill Road. Ten of those acres are taken up by the Vitro/BAE property, a 265,000-square-foot office 
building that has been vacant since 2010. With this minor amendment, we have a great opportunity to 
activate a property that has been sitting idle for too long, while maintaining the suburban nature of the 
surrounding area.  But, finding that balance had to be the priority in working through the Aspen Hill 
Minor Master Plan Amendment. 

Other changes include a modification in the zoning of the Vitro site to Commercial Residential Town 
(CRT). The CRT zone has a greater focus on design and also a layout to encourage pedestrians. If 
developed at the highest densities allowable, the plan requires public amenities to be provided by the 
developers. The Council also added new language about the transition between commercial and 
residential uses, including the preservation of existing trees and buffering greenery, and a new section 
on community facilities. It introduced a zoning text amendment in conjunction with the master plan to 
provide more flexibility for uses such as grocery stores to be developed in the CRT zone. But the final 
plan also includes strong language discouraging any combination retail on the site. 

Finally, I'm very pleased the Council approved language I introduced to minimize additional traffic flow 
impacts on Aspen Hill Road near its intersection with Connecticut Avenue. The Council also supported 
language of mine which recommends limiting access to and from the site from the existing full 
movement Home Depot driveway from Connecticut Avenue. None of these changes would have 
happened without a very engaged Aspen Hill community. They had many concerns about ensuring this 
minor master plan amendment was done right.  Those concerns really boiled down to ensuring that 
additional development on this site would not overly burden Aspen Hill Road and the surrounding 
neighborhoods. To that end, we worked hard to, among other things, limit access from the site to Aspen 
Hill Road.

Council Asks MCPS for More Options on Bus Depot 

On March 31, the County Council formally requested that 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) evaluate 
several possible sites for a permanent relocation of the 
school bus depot, presently located at the Jeremiah Park 
facility on Crabbs Branch Road. 

Initially, the County Executive had asked the Council to declare the county had “no further need” of the 
Jeremiah Park facility—which is eventually slated for development as part of the Shady Grove Sector 
Plan—for use as a school bus depot. However, because there has not yet been a proposed site for 
relocating the depot, the Council voted to postpone the decision of “no further need” until December.  

continued on page 4 
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or 4.3 percent, over last year. In general, we were able to support our key priorities--including 
education, public safety, transportation, libraries -- at levels close to or even very slightly above last 
year's levels. And that's all good news.  

Still, I must admit I'm troubled. We had a real opportunity to reduce one of our county's biggest 
whoppers of a tax: the energy tax, which is based on how much energy is supplied and is paid by the 
supplier, who then passes that tax on to you -- businesses and residents alike. That tax was to expire in 
2012, and I think the Council should keep its word. But when Councilmembers Floreen, Leventhal, 
Berliner, and I attempted to reduce this tax, we were outvoted 5-4. That's a critical error, I think -- but 
it's symptomatic of one of the biggest concerns I have about our county: namely, that we don't think 
through our taxes and how they affect business and residents. 

The energy tax doesn't just hit the big guy; it directly affects those on fixed incomes who see more and 
more of what little they have going toward their taxes. Energy taxes affect municipalities who pay for 
streetlights, and paving, and all those day-to-day functions that make our towns and cities such a great 
place to live and work. Energy taxes impact non-profits, who find themselves spending more of their 
donations on taxes than on providing the services for which those dollars were intended. And, of course, 
the energy tax affects the businesses, big and small, that we are proud to have in our county. While we 
like to say that Montgomery County is open for business, we really failed when we had the opportunity 
to make good on our message. When taxes become onerous -- and the energy tax is truly that -- it can 
put a business out of business for good.  And when that happens, the jobs go with them. 

Government needs to do the best it can to provide the best services it can possibly provide, in an 
effective and efficient manner that serves the most people. Those programs and services require 
revenue -- and while I appreciate that we need taxes for revenues, taxes aren't the only way to raise 
money. Our county needs to renew its commitment to economic development and find a better way in 
this complicated economy to attract and keep jobs. We should never go out of our way to make our 
county a tax burden. 

I don't intend for this discussion about taxes and revenue to end with passage of the budget. In fact, if 
current economic projections are correct, we need to start thinking now about taxes, revenues, and 
expenses for FY2017. In the coming months, I'm hoping we can have a comprehensive discussion about 
economic development, and what we can do to ensure that when it comes to business, Montgomery 
County remains a shining star, not a falling star. I look forward to hearing what you've got to say about 
this, too, so let's start a discussion. Email me at Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycounty.gov 

As always, if there's any way I can be of service to you, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Regards, 

 

Sidney A. Katz 
Councilmember, District 3 
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Katz and Dogs Dept. 

Council Approves Bill Prohibiting Sales of Pets From "Puppy Mills" 

Retail Pet Stores Must Obtain Animals from Animal Care Facilities or Rescue Organizations 

On March 3, the Montgomery County Council unanimously approved Bill 50-14 that will prohibit a 
County retail pet store from selling any dog or cat unless the retail pet store obtained the animal from 
an animal care facility or from a non-profit rescue organization. The bill was proposed by Council 
President George Leventhal in October 2014. I was pleased to co-sponsor this bill, along with 
Councilmembers Berliner, Elrich, Floreen, Hucker, Navarro, Rice and Riemer.  

Puppy mills are defined by the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) as 
"large-scale commercial dog breeding operations where profit is given priority over the well-being of 
the dogs." Commercial dog breeding is regulated both at the federal and state level, although these 
laws generally provide very minimal standards of care.  

Maryland passed a law in 2012 that requires retail pet stores to display the name and address of the 
breeder or dealer who supplied the pet to the store. 

Several jurisdictions have enacted legislation similar to Bill 50-14, including Phoenix, Chicago, Los 
Angeles and San Diego. Some states, including Maryland, also have pet purchase protection laws that 
provide consumers with various remedies if they purchase a pet with health problems, including 
disease and congenital defects. Remedies range from reimbursement of sales price, reimbursement 
of veterinary costs (usually up to the price of the pet) and replacement of the pet. 
 

 

Depot 
continued from page 2 

As part of this vote, the Council also asked MCPS to look at a number of options for the bus depot -- 
including temporary solutions -- until a permanent site can be found. MCPS and the County have been 
continued on page  

looking for possible sites to relocate the Shady Grove bus depot for some time, but given the size of the 
current bus depot—35 acres, with parking and maintenance for more than 400 buses—it’s difficult to 
find one site large enough to accommodate all the facility’s needs.  While the site initially preferred by 
MCPS for the depot—presently the site of the Blair Ewing School on Avery Road—will be one of the 
locations studied, MCPS will also be studying other sites around the county, including parcels near the 
Airpark, the Oaks Landfill, and the county worker’s center on Rothgeb, among others. 

I share the concerns of the Avery Road community about the very serious impact a bus depot could have 
on the neighborhood, and I’m pleased the Council has given MCPS the time to more closely study all the 
alternatives. I’ll be very interested to revisit this issue in December. 
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 Out and About in District 3...  

 

Katz Speaks at Leisure World… 

On Wednesday, March 25 -- Maryland Day -- I was thrilled to 
hold my first town hall meeting as a Councilmember in the 
Crystal Ball Room at Leisure World (right), which I'm pleased is 
now part of District 3 after the most recent re-districting (it was 
previously part of District 4). For nearly two hours, we had a 
meaningful discussion about issues important to residents, 
including the Aspen Hill Minor Master Plan, county spending, 
and congestion and traffic lights. 

This was the first of several town hall meetings I'll be hosting 
around District 3 in the future. You can be sure I'll keep you 
posted on other meetings and locations, once they're 
scheduled.   

. . . Reads at Aspen Hill . . .  

On February 18, I had great fun participating as a 
VIP reader at Aspen Hill Library (left), as part of 
Library Snapshot Day in celebration of Library 
Lover's Month. Afterwards, I received a very nice 
thank you note from the students, who said they 
appreciated having "the man in glasses" read to 
them, Believe me, the pleasure was all mine. 

  

  

 
. . . and Visits Rachel Carson 
Elementary School  

It late March, it was a delight to visit with 
students and teachers at Rachel Carson 
Elementary School in Gaithersburg (right). I 
spent the morning reading Chris Van Dusen's If I 
Built A Car, and Laura Numeroff and Felicia 
Bond's classic If You Give a Moose a Muffin. 
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New Law Regulates Use of Electronic Cigarettes in Public Places 

The Montgomery County Council unanimously approved Bill 56-14 that will 
prohibit the use of electronic cigarettes in public places where traditional 
tobacco smoking is prohibited. The bill, approved on March 3, was 
sponsored by Councilmember Nancy Floreen. I was pleased to co-sponsor 
this legislation, along with Councilmembers Berliner, Elrich, Hucker, 
Leventhal, Navarro, Rice and Riemer.  

Bill 56-14 also restricts the sale of certain liquid nicotine or liquid nicotine containers in retail outlets 
unless the nicotine is in a container considered child resistant packaging. Amendments added to the bill 
after its introduction by the Council’s Health and Human Services (HHS) Committee also were approved. 
Those amendments broadened the definition of electronic cigarette to include e-cigars, e-hookahs, e-
pipes and vape pens.  

E-cigarettes have a cartridge that holds a liquid solution containing varying amounts of nicotine, 
flavoring and other chemicals; a heating device; and a rechargeable battery. Generally, puffing action 
activates the heating device and vaporizes the liquid in the cartridge. Although they do not produce 
tobacco smoke, e-cigarettes still contain nicotine and other potentially harmful chemicals. It is unclear 
whether e-cigarettes may be effective as a smoking cessation tool or whether they could perpetuate 
nicotine addiction. There is concern that e-cigarette use may serve as a "gateway" or introductory 
product for youth to try other tobacco products. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration does not currently regulate e-cigarettes. However, the Family 
Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act gives the FDA the authority to regulate the manufacturing, 
marketing and sale of tobacco products. The FDA has proposed a “deeming regulation” that would 
subject electronic cigarettes to FDA’s regulatory authority. It is unclear when (or whether) the FDA will 
issue a final rule and what the substance of that final rule will look like.  

While at least 30 states have comprehensive clean indoor air laws restricting the use of lighted tobacco 
products in indoor public places such as bars, restaurants and office buildings, only a few have extended 
these provisions to include the use of electronic cigarettes. Among those states, New Jersey, North 
Dakota and Utah have specifically amended their clean indoor air laws to prohibit the use of electronic 
cigarettes in public places and workplaces.

 

Subscribe to Katz Corner! 

Katz Corner is an electronic newsletter published regularly by the office of 
Councilmember Sidney Katz. To subscribe, visit Councilmember Katz’s 
website at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Katz. You can also follow 
Councilmember Katz on Twitter and Facebook. 

If you have community information you'd like announced or included in 
Katz Corner, please e-mail Brian.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

For comments about Katz Corner, please call us at (240) 777-7984, or 
email Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Katz
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"Letters...We Get Letters" Dept. 

A Note from Sidney: One of the great joys of my job is hearing what's on the minds of residents across 
our county. Every day, I receive countless letters, e-mails, and phone calls on a wide variety of issues. 
Some are funny, some are angry, but nearly all are passionate about the Montgomery County 
community. Below are highlights from some of the correspondence I've received over the past month. 

Skepticism on the Dangers of Styrofoam 

"I think it is a joke to ban Styrofoam food containers, especially under the dubious 
reasons listed by the Anacostia Watershed Society.  I have yet to see a definitive report 
outlining the result of the bag tax which was supposed to cut down on plastic bags in 
the local rivers by the Anacostia Watershed Society. There is no report because there is 
no conclusive numbers indicating a problem.  This turned out to be another tax on the 
consumers, and a safety hindrance to the senior community.  

"Additionally, what exactly does the National Research Council mean by saying, 'the listing of styrene as 
reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen'? What does the FDA say? Isn’t Styrofoam a re-usable 
product?  Won’t the result of this ban mean more trees are now cut down for use in cardboard?"   -- 
E.L., Silver Spring 

Council Hearing Room is Too Small, Unsafe 

"I attended the T & E Committee Public Hearing on Bill 52-14 and left after a half hour. I could not 
discipline my anger at elected officials and other County employees who were responsible for herding a 
mass of humanity in conditions more crowded than an animal stockyard. I did not count the exact 
number of people in that room (with very limited exits) but I know of no fire safety law anywhere in 
the United States that would have tolerated it.   

 "There is an auditorium in the nearby high school which could accommodate the sizable crowd 
attending this hearing without recklessly endangering them. I do attend public meetings in the Council 
auditorium space occasionally and if I ever again see the congestion I witnessed this evening, I will not 
hesitate to call 911 to report it."  -- Steve M, Silver Spring 

 

Paving Under Way on Parkland Drive 

Major road pavement repairs and resurfacing are underway on Parkland Drive, from 
Aspen Hill Road to Viers Mill Road. The Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation (DOT) will undertake full depth patching to restore structural 
integrity to the pavement, perform utility adjustments, seal any cracks, then pave 
with a hot asphalt mix. Restriping and marking will commence shortly after repaving 
is complete.  

This project should take about five weeks to complete, weather permitting, and should finish by the end 
of May. Work on this project will occur Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

This information provided by the Montgomery County Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highway Services. 
 

 


