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The Winter of Our Discontent 
 

Winter took its time getting here this year–but when it did, it swept in with a vengeance. Over the 
span of three days in early February, Winter Storm Jonas dumped record, or near-record levels of 
snow in our county, making roads impassable, forcing the closure of schools and governments 
across the region, and shuttering businesses for days. 

As usual, a crisis brought out the best in Montgomery County residents, 
as neighbors helped neighbors dig out driveways and sidewalks, took in 
those without power, and checked on ill, elderly, or incapacitated 
residents to make sure they were okay. For the most part, county 
residents seemed to appreciate that this was an exceptional storm and 
were willing to be extra-patient as they awaited the arrival of a 
snowplow. And there was a lot that seemed to go right: Power outages 
in the region were kept to a minimum. A broken water main in 
Gaithersburg was repaired quickly by a nimble WSSC crew. Plow crews 
were dispatched early and often by the state, county, and municipalities, 
with many crews working around the clock for days on end. And I can’t 

say thank you enough to our plow crews, police officers, firefighters, 
and all first responders who worked through blinding snow, clogged 

roads, and frigid temperatures. The hard work is appreciated. 

I know there were some who questioned the decision of Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS) to remain closed for the rest of the week. However, given that many sidewalks and bus 
stops were still snowbound and dangerous, I think MCPS made the right decision to ensure the 
safety of students. And for parents, I know they appreciated MCPS providing more than just a few 
hours notice that they were going to need to make much-needed arrangements. 

However, while some things went well, there were places where we could have done better. After 
encouraging residents to call MC311 about plowing, the phone lines were immediately flooded and  
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the system crashed.  While my office was trying to route customer requests through 311, there was 
a period where the line was either busy or dead, which made it frustrating for everyone.  
Additionally, we heard complaints about the online plowing map, which didn’t update in real time 
or provide residents with accurate information (we later learned this happened on the online maps 
for other counties as well). 

Further, in our section of the county, where we rely on state highways, there were times, it seemed, 
that even major state-maintained roads had been forgotten–as anyone traveling on MD355 in the 
days following the storm could tell you. And on county-maintained roads, even as the snow 
continued to melt, there were still some neighborhoods -- especially in cul-de-sacs -- that took 
nearly a week to clear. 

I appreciate all your e-mails and phone calls keeping me up to date on how things look out there 
and how you’re doing. We’ll be talking more about this on the morning of Wednesday, March 
8,  when the Council receives a briefing from the Executive Branch on the County’s response to 
Winter Storm Jonas. The briefing will begin immediately after the Council’s worksession on the 
Capital Improvements Program, and will be held in the Council’s 3rd Floor Hearing Room (in the 
Council Office Building at 100 Maryland Avenue, in Rockville). This meeting is open to the public and 
will be televised.  If you can’t make it, you can watch it online on the Council’s website at 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/ COUNCIL/Live/index.html. 

As always, if I can be of any assistance, please contact me by e-mail at 
Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov, or by calling my office at (240) 777-7906. 

Regards, 

 
Sidney A. Katz 
Councilmember, District 3 
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Council Urges Governor to Back I-270/Watkins Mill Interchange 

In a January 20th letter to Governor Hogan and Pete Rahn, the secretary of 
the Maryland Department of Transportation, the County Council 
unanimously urged the state to proceed with the original design of the long-
planned interchange at I-270 and Watkins Mill Road in Gaithersburg.  
 
This is a much-needed project that has a very real impact on both 
commuters and businesses in our region, and I was very disappointed when I 
recently learned that the State had planned to significantly scale back the 

project, including the removal of on- and off-ramps. 
 
As the Council wrote in its letter: 
 

Last week we were dismayed to learn that the Maryland Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) has delayed indefinitely the notice to proceed to construct the planned I-
270/Watkins Mill Road interchange, and that MDOT is seriously considering proceeding 
without ramps from Watkins Mill Road to I-270, and perhaps without either on- or off-
ramps. We insist that plans for anything less than the full interchange be dismissed and that 
MDOT proceed with the project as designed immediately . . . . 
 
Nothing short of a full interchange is acceptable. With an interchange, traffic at the MD 
124/MD 355 intersection—now operating at more than 25 percent over capacity—and at 
the regularly congested MD 117/MD 124 intersection would finally get some relief. All these 
are State highways upon which our residents and businesses depend. 

 
Since sending our letter, the Mayor of Gaithersburg, Jud Ashman, and I -- as well as several others -- 
have also met personally with the Secretary of Transportation to make the case for the full 
interchange. 
 
 
 

 

Committees Begin Consideration of CIP Budget; Public Input Sought 

The Capital Improvements Program (CIP) is the county’s road map for planning and funding 
public facilities and infrastructure. The CIP budget typically incorporates both the construction 
of new facilities and the rehabilitation or replacement of existing structures. 

The CIP budget is taken up by the Council and the council’s committees biennially, and 
members of the public are welcome to testify at CIP hearings. 
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Councilmembers Katz, Berliner Request Shady Grove Metro Improvements 

Anyone who regularly commutes to or from Montgomery County has experienced 
it: that crush of commuters that flood the platform at Shady Grove as passengers 
pour off the train. It’s scary enough being caught in the swell as you move toward 
the only stairs on the platform–but it’s even more frightening to get stuck at 
the edge of the crowd just inches from the edge of the platform. 

In December, Councilmember Berliner and I wrote to the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors for Metro, urging Metro to support funding for an additional stairway at the Shady 
Grove Metro Station to improve circulation and safety.  The text of our letter appears below: 
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Town Hall Meeting 
with  

Councilmember Sidney Katz 
 
 

 Wednesday, 
March 16, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Beall Elementary School 

451 Beall Avenue 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 

 

Over the past year, I’ve been hosting town hall meetings throughout 
District 3. In March, I’ll be in Rockville, so please come out to Beall 
Elementary and let me hear from you – even if it’s just to say hello. 

 

Questions? E-mail me at 
Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov 

or call my office at (240) 777-7906. 

mailto:Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov
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Katz, Berliner Fight For Tobytown Transit 

Tobytown–an historic, African American community near Potomac–is one of the most sparsely 
populated in our county.  Providing mass transit to the area has always required a non-traditional 
approach; in recent years, the county has provided shuttle bus services to connect the community 
with nearby bus routes that run close to, but not into, Tobytown. Unfortunately, in the FY16 savings 
plan, the county cut funding for the shuttle–though with an assumption that the Council would 
consider lower-cost alternatives. In the meantime, the residents of Tobytown–many of whom rely 
on public transportation to get to work or school–are essentially stranded. 

After discussing this matter with Tobytown residents, Councilmember Berliner and I believe that the 
shuttle bus service, connecting the community to existing bus routes, is still the most responsible 
and reasonable option to link Tobytown to mass transit. In early January, Councilmember Berliner 
and I wrote to County Executive Ike Leggett to urge him to include funding for the shuttle in the 
FY16 budget, which is scheduled to be submitted this spring. 
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“Refreshed” Twinbrook Library Reopens 

I was thrilled to help cut the ribbon for the renewed Twinbrook Library branch at 202 Meadow Hall 
Drive in Rockville on January 30. The Twinbrook Library is the first to be completed under the 
county’s new Capital Improvement Program (CIP) refresh program, which should result in two or 
three updated library branches every year. 
 
The library renovations included an enhanced preschool children’s space, two 
collaborative/conference spaces, an outdoor programming space, enhanced Wi-Fi, additional 
power outlets; and new technology to include a mobile device charging station, laptops for in-house 
and loan, and a 3D printer. 
 
I’m so very pleased that this project is complete and that that once again, the community can enjoy 
everything that this wonderful library has to offer. 
 

 
Councilmember Katz, third from right, helped cut the ribbon for the reopening of the Twinbrook 

Library, along with County Executive Ike Leggett (center right) and Beryl Feinberg of the Rockville City 

Council (second from right). 
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PHED Committee Limits Size of “Combination Retail” Stores 

The Council’s Planning, Housing, and Economic Development (PHED) Committee has approved a zoning 
text amendment (ZTA) to lower the permitted square footage for a combination retail store. Currently, 
“combination retail” means a department or retail store that exceeds 85,000 square feet and that 
includes a pharmacy and a full line of groceries. Combination retail does not include a grocery store, or a 
club or membership store that charges a membership or access fee and sells primarily bulk 
merchandise. 

The ZTA under consideration, ZTA 15-10, would lower the square footage of a combination retail store 
from 85,000 to 65,000 square feet. Under the ZTA, a department or retail store between 65,000 square 
feet and 85,000 square feet that includes a pharmacy and a full line of groceries would require 
conditional use approval, in addition to larger stores that already have that requirement. 

The ZTA would not prohibit any particular kind of store; it would only increase the potential number of 
stores that might require conditional use approval. The conditional use process assumes the use is 
compatible in the zone subject to proof of no inherent or non-inherent effects. The ZTA proposes only a 
modest change in policy, and would not prohibit any store. It would not restrict where such stores 
would be located. It only changes the process of approval for such stores. 

Gaithersburg Book Festival Kicks Off May 21 

One of the county’s premiere events will take place on Saturday, May 21 as 
Gaithersburg celebrates its annual Gaithersburg Book Festival. Since its 
inception in 2010, the Festival has quickly become one of the nation’s top 
literary events, attracting hundreds of award-winning and best-selling 
authors, poets and songwriters from across the country to its quaint, park-like 

setting in the heart of Olde Towne Gaithersburg. 

The 2016 author lineup includes Diane Rehm, Juan Williams, Jeffery Deaver, Monica Hesse, and 
countless other distinguished authors. 

Please Subscribe to Katz Corner! 

 
Katz Corner is an electronic newsletter published regularly by the office of Councilmember Sidney 
A. Katz. To subscribe, visit www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Katz 

You can also follow Councilmember Katz on Twitter at @MC_Council_Katz, or on Twitter by “Liking” 
the Facebook page for Councilmember Sidney Katz. 

 If you have community information you'd like announced or included in Katz Corner, please e-mail 
Brian.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov For comments about Katz Corner, please e-mail 
Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov. 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/Resources/Files/zta/2015/ZTA%2015-10.pdf
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Katz
mailto:Brian.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov

