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June/July 2016 

A Budget About Hope and Reality 
On May 26, the County Council unanimously approved the FY 17 Operating Budget and 6-year 
Capital Improvements Program. At $5.3 billion, it’s the largest budget ever passed by the 
Council. Budgets are not easy—but important things never are.  This is a budget about hope, and 
about reality—and in the end it is about investment. 

It’s fair to say that the collaboration and cooperation between the 
Council, the County Executive, MCPS and all other stakeholders 
was unprecedented this year. Although I do not have the historical 
perspective as a County Councilmember, I do have it as a lifelong 
county resident. I recognize the progress that has been made, and the 
significance of what the collaboration between all those involved means 
to the residents of the County. 

We took ownership of the issue, refused to “kick the can down the 
road,” and worked together not only on the tone of the discussion, but 
the details as well.  When it became apparent that the financial 
packages that had been put into place years ago were no longer 

compatible with today’s fiscal realities, we worked together to make the 
math work. 

This involved sacrifices.   No one got everything they wanted in this budget.  Raises were scaled 
back, and many deserving programs or projects were reduced—or in some cases eliminated. It’s 
impossible to fund everything we want, so we have to set priorities. And we did that.  I appreciate 
the openness, transparency, and communication that marked this year’s budget process, and I hope 
this is another indication of the way we’ll continue to work together moving forward. 

This budget is the end result of many weeks of hard work.  We have heard from hundreds of County 
residents about what is important to them and how they want us to prioritize the many competing  
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No School Buses at Carver, Westmore Sites 

The ongoing discussion of relocating more than 400 school buses located at the Jeremiah Park 
facility at Shady Grove changed dramatically—and for the better–on June 23, when the County 
Executive announced that he would withdraw the “Declaration of No Further Need” for Jeremiah 
Park, which will ensure the buses remain on the current site in Shady Grove.  Additionally, the 
County Executive has asked that any permanent solution for relocating the buses should exclude 
the Carver parking lot and the Westmore site. 

This is clearly good news for those impacted 
neighborhoods, and for the City of 
Rockville—and for those of us who want a 
better process for determining the buses’ 
final location. The issue of where to 
relocate these buses has been of great 
concern to me for more than a year, 
since the County Executive asked the County Council to declare that the county has “no further 
need” of the Jeremiah Park site.  The Council had resisted doing so, as neither MCPS nor the county 
had proposed a permanent solution for relocating all the buses. 
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interests.  We have discussed every aspect of this budget in our respective committees and as a 
committee of the whole.  We have listened to the public, and we have listened to each other.  Only 
after very careful consideration were we able to put forward a responsible budget that focuses on 
what is most important.  

We are providing the school system with the funding it needs to reduce class size and narrow the 
achievement gap.  It is gratifying to know that we and the Board of Education have had a meeting of 
the minds so that our children will have a better tomorrow. This budget also reminds us that public 
safety remains a top priority. We have increased our public safety personnel and we have continued 
to ensure that our first responders have the training, equipment, facilities and support that they 
need to do their jobs safely. 

 
 And we’ve taken care of some of our long-term commitments on infrastructure, ensuring that 
many of our schools and public buildings slated for opening or improvement remain on schedule. 
I’m pleased, for example, that the new and much-needed Richard Montgomery Cluster Elementary 
School has remained on track, and will open in the summer of 2018. That same summer will also  
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Instead, we saw only a number of “interim” proposals, designed to move a limited number of buses, 
for unspecified, “temporary” periods of time. Most recently, MCPS suggested moving as many 
as 100 buses to the MCPS-owned parking lot in front of the Carver Educational Services Center at 
the intersection of Mannakee and MD 355 in Rockville for an unspecified amount of time, while it 
sought a more permanent solution. 

It was of little surprise that the adjacent residential neighborhoods had serious objections to that 
proposal–and so did I. With more than a year of deliberation and review—in which it was clear 
there was still no long-term solution for relocating all of the buses, no consideration of the impact 

on the nearby residential area, and no real idea what the 
term “interim” meant–I suggested that the County 
Council should quickly move to take up the declaration 
of “no further need” and make it clear that we do, in 
fact, have further need of the current depot. 

Along with Councilmembers Leventhal and Elrich, I asked 
Council President Nancy Floreen to schedule a council 
session in which we could discuss the depot issue at 
length–and further asked that the Council request that 
MCPS stop any and all work needed to convert the 
Carver lot into a bus parking lot. (See page 5 for a copy 
of our memo.) Additionally, Mike Durso, president of the 
School Board, agreed to ask that all work cease at 
Carver. 

At the Council’s June 21 session, it became immediately 
clear that the Council has serious concerns about the 
current bus parking proposals. Additionally, each of us 
expressed support for not disposing of the Jeremiah Park 

property, meaning the buses would remain at their current location while a permanent solution is 
found. The County Executive agreed, and on June 23 sent a memo to the Council President 
indicating he would withdraw his request for a Declaration of No Further Need. He further directed 
executive staff to finalize a permanent plan for relocating all buses–and without using either the 
Carver or the Westmore sites. 

While this is good news, I continue to have concerns about other sites that have been proposed in 
the past, including the site of the Blair Ewing School on Avery Road.  I’m convinced there are other, 
more non-obtrusive options, and that we can fix this mess in a way that won’t pit neighborhood 
against neighborhood. I’m committed to helping find a permanent resolution to this important and 
long-standing problem. 

 

“I continue to have concerns 

about other sites that have 

been proposed in the past, 
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see the opening of a classroom addition at Lucy V. Barnsley Elementary School in Rockville. 
Meanwhile, improvements for the Gaithersburg Elementary School Cluster—which, at one point, 
was in danger of being frozen—received the funding it needs for planning and design.  I very much 
appreciate ensuring these projects remain a priority. 

We have also been able to help our non-profit partners, who in turn help our residents.  The 
services they provide allow us to stretch our tax dollars even further. In Leisure World, for example, 
Meals on Wheels is helping improve the quality of life for many of our seniors. 

I have said over and over again, that raising taxes should be our method of last resort.  But I also 
know that government needs funds in order to function.  We have to balance revenue with the 
need to do what is right. We need to make wise investments.  That’s really what this budget is 
about: hope for the future of Montgomery County. 

There’s someone else we really need to acknowledge in all this—and that’s you, the taxpayers of 
Montgomery County.  All of these things we’re doing to improve the quality of life in our county, 
they’re not magically paid for.  The money comes out of the pockets of each and every one of us. 
And we have been able to do this together – respectfully – since we are all working toward the 
same goal: a great Montgomery County for everyone. 

I think we’ve achieved something major with this budget, even beyond the programs and projects 
we’ve funded. I would have hoped that our tax rate could have been lower than what is being 
approved in this budget. And I hope that we never have to do a budget this way again.  I hope that 
our public will view the taxes paid to Montgomery County as the fair cost for the services that we 
provide. I hope that we have gotten where we need to be—and that we stay where we need to be. 

We’ve entered what I hope is a new era of good will, in which we all continue to prove our 
willingness to listen to and work with each other—all of us, the various bodies and, of course, the 
public—in a meaningful way. I think we’ve proven that when we work together, we really can find 
the best solutions to some really tough problems. 

As always, it’s my pleasure to serve as your Councilmember. 

 

 
Sidney A. Katz 
Councilmember, District 3 
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Katz Bill Helps Seniors Remain in Their Homes 
Legislation Defers Property Tax Increases for Eligible Seniors 

In May, I was pleased the Council approved Expedited 
Bill 10-16, a bill I cosponsored which would enable 
seniors with individual or combined gross incomes of 
$80,000 or less to defer–if they so choose–increases on 
property taxes on their principal residence until they sell 
their homes. Interest on the deferred taxes would 
accrue at a zero percent interest rate. Under the income 
threshold of $80,000—which is the senior median income in the County—the eligibility criteria 
would capture roughly half of senior households in Montgomery County. 

Many seniors can be disproportionately affected by the current tax structure. This legislation is one 
way to address this and help our seniors to be able to continue to enjoy their home. 

 

Metro’s ‘SafeTrack’ Program to Impact Services in Montgomery County 

As the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) continues its 9 
1/2 month-long program to perform much-needed work on the aging Metro 
system, it’s unavoidable that commuters in our county will be affected.  The 
rehabilitation of the system will occur in what WMATA calls “surges,” in which 
certain Metro lines will be served by only a single track or closed down 
altogether. Additionally, Metro will also begin working on tracks earlier in the 
evenings, resulting in the system closing down entirely at midnight every night, 
including Friday and Saturday. 

Montgomery County residents will be most affected by surges on the Red Line.  While most work 
will occur in August, when commuting is traditionally lightest, riders will still experience delays and 
no small amount of inconvenience.  As the Council’s Transportation and Environment Committee 
learned in a briefing by WMATA in June: 

 . . . two surges involve short segments of single tracking, not complete closures; nevertheless, 
during Surge #6 (August 1-7) there will be much reduced train frequencies on most of the Red 
Line: 50% less between Glenmont and Silver Spring, 75% less between Silver Spring and NoMa, 
and 25% less between NoMa and Grosvenor. 

continued on page 8 
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Katz Commemorates Holocaust Remembrance Day 

I wanted to make you aware of two very special videos. 

First, on April 26, I had the honor of presenting the Council’s proclamation recognizing Holocaust 
Remembrance Day.  Joining me were Ronald Halber, Executive Director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Greater Washington, and several Holocaust survivors and their families.  

Second, I’m so honored to have been asked to introduce a very special video, Stories of Holocaust 
Survivors In Montgomery County, Maryland, telling the compelling stories of six survivors who now 
make their home in our county.  At times, their stories are difficult to listen to; but it’s critical that 
we tell — and retell — these stories so that the world never forgets.  I promise you this video is 
worth thirty minutes of your time. 

To see both of these videos, visit https://sidneykatz.wordpress.com/video/ 
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During Surge #7 the only segment affected is the single-tracked section between Shady Grove 
and Twinbrook, where service will be reduced by two-thirds. 

Surge #10 will be more challenging, shutting down the eastern branch of the Red Line between 
NoMa and Fort Totten for 23 days, from October 10 to November 1. Montgomery residents will 
be able to take the Red Line to Fort Totten and transfer to the Green Line into the center city. 
However, frequencies will be reduced by 40% between Glenmont and Silver Spring, by 70% 
between Silver Spring and Fort Totten, by 40% between NoMa and Grosvenor, and by 20% 
between Grosvenor and Shady Grove. 

 
If you’re a commuter who depends largely on the Red Line, please start planning your late 
summer/early fall commutes accordingly. 

Please Subscribe to Katz Corner! 

Katz Corner is an electronic newsletter published regularly by the office of Councilmember Sidney 
A. Katz. To subscribe, visit http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Katz You can also follow 
Councilmember Katz on Twitter at @MC_Council_Katz, or on Facebook by “Liking” the Facebook 
page for Councilmember Sidney Katz. 
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